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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 430
pm. and read prayers.

QUESTIONS,

RAILWAYS.

fa) As to Increased Freights and Effect
on Production.

Hon. J. McI. THOMSON asked the Chief
Secretary:

{1) Can he inform the House whether
the Qovernment when consldering the
rallway freight increases of 20 to 35 per
cent. fully appreciated that farmers pay
double freights, firstly on their super,
machinery, tools of trade, fuel and other
items necessary for production; secondly,
on the transport of all their produce from
the farm to the varlous markets with no
opportunity to pass on the increases to
the public as is the normal practice in
commerce?

(2) If the answer is in the affirmative—

(g) What avenues within the Rail-
way Department were explored
with a view to effecting economies
would could reduce the 20 to 35
per cent, to & considerably lower
figure?

Has the Government any plan to
offer the producer whereby he can
secure higher prices to offset the
increased cost of production re-
sulting from higher freights?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:

(1) Consideration was given to the effect
of freight increases on all sections of the
community including farmers, before a de-
clision was made.
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(2) (a) All avenues.

(b) The producer Is not in any dif-
ferent position in paying in-
creased frelghts than in paying
the increased charges which
have occurred in relation te
everything he purchases.

Producers will have the bene-
fit of the recent tax reductions.
The Government will always
endeavour to obtain reasonable
prices for primary products, as

it is now doing for wheat
growers.
(b) As to Spreading Burdeu of Freight
Increases.

Hon. J. McI. THOMSON asked the Chief
Secrefary:
(1) Is he aware— .

(a) That the people living in the
country are the only ones who will
be called upon to carry the bur-
den of increased rail freights?
That the railways belong to all
the people In the State irrespective
of whether the lines run in the
agricultural areas, goldfields,
North-West or metropolitan.areas
(which latter area conta half
the State’s population)? *‘*

(2) Having a full appreciation ¢F de-
centralisation, has the Government Eiven
any consideration to ways and Ymeans
whereby the whole of the populatich will
bear its equal amount of financial resgonsi-
bility of railway losses?

The CHIEF SECRETARY repliedl
(1) (a} No; (b) Yes. T
{2) With an appreciation of the policy
of decentralisation, the Government, has
retained the telescopic principle of frggght
charges to afford as much rellef as pos-
sible to country residemts. The -schedule
of increases to the frelght rates will) not
meet the entire raflway deficit, the ba,:?:‘:ce

(b

being uiltimately met by taxation, which
will impose a measure of the burden on
all the people of the State, irrespective of
whether they are railway users or not.
For the past five years primary and other
industries have been subsidised by the
entire community in the form of meeting
huge deficits incurred by giving services
at less than cost.

FIRE BRIGADES.
Az to Case of Incapaciteted Worker,

Hon, E. M. DAVIES sasked the Chief
Secretary:

(1) Is he aware that the Chief Cfficer
of Fire Brigades has declined to accept
8 medical certificate stating that a re-
cently incapacitated worker is now fit for
lght duties? (The rejection, it is stated,
is because the Fire Brigades Board has
declared that no light duties are to be
found In the service.)
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{2) Will he state on what authority
the board and the Chief Officer claim
that no medical certificate for light duties
1s to be accepted?

(3) Can he inform the House the date
of the meeting of the Fire Brigades Board
when the question was discussed, and the
policy in relatiop to the subject deter-
mined?

(4) Will he ascertain the date the de-
cision of the board was conveyed to the
Chief Officer?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:

(1) Inquiries revegl that the Chief
Officer would not permit the employee
‘concerned to resume duty as he had no
authority to do so.

(2) The nature of aciive fire fighting
precludes provision for light duties as a
fireman.

(3) The board, at a meeting held on
Tuesday, the 23nd September, 1953, de-
cided to empower the Chief Officer to
employ without prejudice a limited num-
ber of firemen with light duty medical
certificates in a capacity other than a
fireman, provided appropriate work can
he found and with necessary safeguards.

(4) The 23rd September, 1953.

ENTERTAINMENTS TAX BILLS.
As 1o Suspension of Standing Orders.

Hon, H. K. WATSON (without notice)
asked the Chief Secretary:

In eonnection with the motion carried
in thig House yesterday—wlithout any Eills
before it but on the personal explanation
of the Chief Secretary—to enable the sus-
pensjon of Standing Orders in order to
allow the Entertainments Tax Act amend-
ment measure to be taken forthwith, and
so on, I ask the Chief Secretary whether
the absence of any reference in that
resolution to the co-related Bill—the sus-
pension Bill—was deliberate or inadvert-
ent, and whether he is prepared to move
in similar terms, in the case of the sus-
pension Bill, to those in relation to the
taxing bill and, if not, why not?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied;

Some people are very impatient. If
the hon. member had waited for a further
five minutes he would have heard me
moving the motion that he is now reguest-
ing. In fact, I did not intend thaf the
House should sit today. It was only
vesterday afternoon I discovered it would
oe necessary to sit this evening in order
to put the Bill through by next Tuesday.
Up to within the last few minutes before
entering the House I did not Intend to
move for the suspension of Standing
Orders because at the time I had the
title of only one Bill and therefore could
not include the second one. However,
I will remedy that oversight in a few
moments if I am permitted to move &
similar motion to that which I moved
yesterday.

ICOUNCIL.]

BILL—INCOME AND ENTERTAINMENTS
TAX (WAR TIME SUSPENSION)
ACT AMENDMENT,

Standing Orders Suspension.

On motion by the Chief Secretary, re-
Solved:

That Standing Order No. 15 be sus-
pended so as to enable the Income
and Entertainments Tax (War Time
Suspension) Act Amendment Bill to
be taken forthwith and to have pre-
cedence each day before the Address-
in-reply, and that so much of the
Standing Orders be suspended as Is
necessary to enable the Bill to he
taken through all stages at any one
sitting.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY
Fraser—West) [4.441 in moving the
second reading said: This is the first of
three Bills which are required to give ef-
fect to the Government's proposal to re-
introduce a State entertainments tax.
The parent Act was passed in 1942, dur-
ing the war, for the purpose of suspend-
ing the collection of State taxes under
the Income Tax (Rate for Deduction)
Act, the Income Tax Act, the Gold Mining
Profits Tax Act, the Hospital Fund {(Con-
tributions) Act and the Entertainments
Tax Act. ‘

The State Parliament had no option but
to approve of the principal Act in view
of the passing by the Commonwealth
Parllament of legislation which gave the
Commonwealth power to collect all State
and Commonwealth income tax under one
Act for the duration of the war. It may
be recollected that Western Australia op-
posed this action by the Commonwealth
and was a party to the case before the
High Court of Australia to test the valid-
ity of the <Commonweglth legislation.
However, the High Court decided In its
favour. The State could have refused to
adopt the Commonweslth scheme but
this would have meant the forfeiture of
the State’s right to tax reimbursements
from the Commonwealth. I would like
members to take notice of that point when
discussing the merits or demerits of the
Bill.

The principal Act provides for the sus-
pension of State tax collecting legisla-
tion for a period up to and including the
last day of the first financial year after
the date on which His Majesty ceased to
be engaged in the war then being waged
and no longer. That may seem to be a
little complicated, but If members will
consider it guietly no doubt they will be
able to understand it. As the Common-
wealth has proclaimed that for all legal
purposes the war ended on the 30th June
last, the suspended State tax collecting
provisions came into operation again as

(Hon. G.
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from the 1st July, this being the first day
of the financial year following the legal
ending of the war.

Hon. C. H. Simpson: What was the
date of the legal ending of the war?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The 30th
June, 1853,

Hon. C. H. Simpson: I think the date
of the officlal ending of the war was
earlier than that.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The informa-
tion I have is that the date was the 30th
June, 1953. The Solicitor General, who
has been in contact with the Government,
has advised that this is the correct legal
position. In view of the Commonwealth
Government's decision to abandon the fleld
of entertainments tax, the Siate Govern-
ment proposes to reassert its statutory
right to impose such & tax. As some mem-
bers may not be quite clear on the matter,
I propose to explain briefly the history
of entertainments tax collections in this
State.

In 1925, the Commonwealth Govern-
ment decided to withdraw entertainments
tax on all admission charges up to 2s.
6id, The State Government thereupon
resolved to levy the tax itself, and Par-
liament gave its approval. This position
continued until 1930 when the then Gov-
ernment, of which the Hon. Sir Charles
Latham was a member, submitted to Par-
liament a proposal to double the tax on
admission charges up to 2s. 54d. and to
impose a similar tax to that collected by
the Commonwealth on admission charges
over 2s. 54d. So, in effect, the then Mit-
chell-Latham Goveranment in 1930 doubled
the tax it was collecting on admission
eharges up to 2s. 54d.; the Commonwealth
Government collected its tax on admis-
sion charges from 2s. 5%d. upwards, and
the State reimposed a similar amount of
tax in addition to that making, in effect,
the tax double what it was prior to that
date.

Hon, H. 8. W. Parker: That was done
during the regime of the Collier Govern-
ment.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not
know whether it was or not. In 1933
there were hoth Liberal and Labour Gov-
ernments in office; the one in the early
part of the year and the other in the latier
part. However, if it was the Colller Gov-
ernment, it did not impose the double
tax that was imposed by lts predecessor.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: The Liberal-
Government was not in office in 1933.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: No, in the
session previous to that it would have been
a Labour Government. However, the tax
imposed by the Labour Government was
only half of that imposed by the Mitchell-
Latham Government in 1933.

The Commonwealth Government, in
1933, decided to relinquish the collection
of entertainments tax in favour of iis be-
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coming completely a State tax. In hig
Budget Speech the then Commonwesalth
Treasurer sald—

The Government proposes t0 evaecil-
ate the field of entertainment taxation
altogether, and to leave this source of
revenue entirely to the States.

Action was then taken by the State to
amend the scale of entertainment taxation
in order to make it commensurate with
that previously collected under State and
Commonweath legislation. This position
was not altered until 1942 when all State
taxing powers were taken over, as & war
mea:ure. by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment.

The Bill contains two proposals. The
first provides that the State will re-
sume its entertainments tax powers as
from the 1st October, 1953. This will
have the effect of further suspending the
State’s right in this connection from the
30th June, 1953, when the war legally
ended, until the 30th September, 1953, the
date on which the Commonwesalth’s col-
lection of the tax will cease.

Hon. H. K. Watson: Do you think we
slxggsg;reatly interested in what happened in

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It is always
necessary to have & foundation, and I am
telling the hon. member that this is the
foundation in this instance. If one took
notice only of what has appeared in the
Press and the propaganda that has been
disseminated, one would think that this
proposal was something fresh, and that the
Government was intending to propose a
new tax. It is nothing of the Kkind;
it is a tax that has heen in existence
since 1925, but was suspended only be-
cause this a patriotic country—though
we objected to it at the time!—in order
that the Commonwealth could get the
money. It was all merged in the uniform
tax. All that is happening now is that the
Commonwealth has retired from this field
of taxation and we are taking it up where
we left off.

Hon. L. Crajg: And getting reimburse-
ment from the Commonwealth as well,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We may or
may not.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: You have got it!

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We have
for this year; but what will happen after
this year I do not know. However, from
what I do know of PFederal Governments
and Federal Treasurers, if they can cut
down grants they will do s50. The
other provision in the Bill is to suspend the
remainder of the State’s taxing powers
until such time as Parliament decides
otherwise. These refer to income tax,
goldmining profits tax and hospital fund
contributions. That is essential because
they were all included in the uniform
taxation.



752

Hon. C. W. D. Barker: If this Bill fails
ttg pass, there will still be the right to

X.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We will deal
with that later.

Hon. A. P. Griffith: Answer it now!

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If the hon.
member wants the information pow, I
will give it. I am in the happy position
that if this Bill is thrown out, the tax
will still go on, and there will be much
greater revenue for the State Government.

Hon. H. K. Watson: There is a differ-
ence of opinion about that.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: In conclusion,
Jet me make it clear that by taking over
entertainments taxation the Government
is not imposing a new tax. State enter-
teinments tax has been in operation
without cessation since 1925, except when
the Commenwealth temporarily took over
the right from the lst July, 1942, to the
30th September, 1953. 1 move—

That the Bill he now read a second
time.

On motion by Hon. C. H. Simpson, debate
adjourned.

BILL-—-MATRIMONIAL CAUSES AND
PERSONAL STATUS CODE AMEND-
MENT.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

BILL—ENTERTAINMENTS TAX ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. G.
Fraser—West) [4.55] in moving the second
reading said: This is the second of the
Bills in connection with entertainments
tax. It deals only with the amount of
tax to be charged. Although the method
of arriving at these amounts has been
amended, the only alieration from the
taxes prevailing from 1933 to 1942 is that
the tax of 2d. on tickets priced from 8d.
to 1s. has been eliminated, as has the
tax of 3d. on tickets costing 1s. 0id. to ls.
8d. The taxes to come into operation on
the 1st October would be 4d. on tickets
priced from 1s. 7d. te 2s., with an increase
of 1d. tax for every further 6d. or part
of 6d. by which the admission charge ex-
ceeds 2s.

Hon. H. K. Watson: Would that be col-
Jected by the Taxatlon Department or the
Commissioner of Stamps?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not
know what adjustment has been made on
that score; but if the Commonwealth does
not collect it, arrangements have been
made whereby the State will have all the
necessary equipment and staff ready to do
so from the 1st October.

Hon. H. K. Watson: At a pretty sub-
stantial cost.

[COUNCIL.}

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It may be
more costly than when the Commonwealth
did it, but it will be a profit to the State.

Hon. C. H. Henning:* And less to the
people.

Hon. A. F. Griffith: What is the esti-
mated return to the Treasury?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: For this year
I think about £120,000 is anticipated—that
is for the remainder of this year. For a
full year it would be approximately
£200,000, The rates I have given are
lower—in some cases considerably lower
—than those at present being charged by
the Commonwealth. For the benefit of
members, I will submit a table comparing
the Commonwealth tax with that proposed
by this Bill. The figures are as follows:—

Commonwealth Rates.
Admission (] State
(excluding tax), Rates,
General Slgclal
Ratea, tes,
8 d, B. d, 8. d.
9d. to 114d. ... N N 2
18, 2 Nu 2
18, 0. to 1s. 64, 4 3. 3
18, 644, to 28, ., & 4 4
28, 04d. to 2s. 6d. 7 1) 8
28, 84d. to 8. ... ] L] 6
3s. 04d. to Je. 6d. 10 8 7
85, 6}d. to ds. ... 10 9 8
£p. 04d. to 48. 6d. 11 10 ]
ds. G4d. to Bs, .. 1 8 11 10
&s. 04d. to bs. 6d 1 6 11 11
66, 3d. to 6a. ... 1 8 1 3 10
Over 6s, 110 16
Plus 2{d. Pius 14d. | Plus 1d. for
for each for each each 6d. or
additional | additional | part thereof
éd, or part | 8d. or part pver fs.
thereof. thereof,

It will be noted that the rates between
1s. 6d. and 3s. in the State will be exactly
the same as the special Commonwealth
rate but less than the general Common-
wealth rate. From then on there is &
difference,

The Commonwesalth special rates, which
it will be noted were lower than its
general rates, and, in most cases, are high-
er than the proposed new State rates,
covered live stage shows, ballets, musical
performances, recitations, music hall and
variety entertainments, circuses and
travelling shows. These special rates ap-
plied also to games of sport in which
human beings were the sole participants,
and which were conducted on a non-
profit-making basis, The rates proposed
in the Bill would mean that entertain-
ments tax will not be paid in many cases
on admission charges for children, nor
possibly on small entertainments where
the charge might be under 1s. 7d.

Owing to the need to introduce this
legislation with as little delay as possible,
the Government has not yet had time to
give consideration to the possibility of
charging a lower tax on those forms of
live entertainment to which I have re-
ferred, and on which the Commonwealth
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imposed a special lower tax. In this con-
rection it is the Government’s intention
to give attention to this matter from the
viewpoint of encouragement and practical
assistance to such types of entertainment.
However, as I have already pointed out,
the tax charges proposed in the Bill are in
most cases less than the special rates
:ﬁarged by the Commonwealth on live
owSs.

To give further detalls, the new State
rates are the same as the Commonwealth
special rates in connection with tickets
from 1s, 7d. to 2s. 6d., and are less than
the special rates for all higher-priced
tickets. It is anticipated that from the
1st October—that is, next Thursday—until
the 30th June next, the charges proposed
in the Bill will result in the collection by
the Government of about £130,000, and
that in a full year approximately £170,000
to £180,000 should be received. There is
little need for me to Impress on members
the value this extra collection would be
to the State in these days of increased
costs of Government.

Hon. A. P. Griffith: Less the cost of
administration.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It would be
ahvnlery small percentage, taken over the
whole, -

Hon, H. K. Watson:
£30,000,000.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Another
point which will not have escaped mem-
bers is the advisability of continuing the
tax as from the day it is reliquished by
the Commonwealth. Ii would be unwise
to allow the taxes to lapse for a short
perlod and then {0 impose them again.

Hon. H. Hearn: Why?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I will not
atternpt to answer that question. It 1s
the hon, member’s job to answer it. It
is my duty to put the position clearly be-
fore members. What their reaction wiil
be, I do not know, but I soon will. There
has been a lot of agitation in connection
with this matter, but only from the one
guarter—the Interested parties. I would
consider they would be falling down on
their job if they did not take some action.
If the tax were wiped out I do not know
that the public would get cheaper enter-
tainment. I have seen it happen that
when a charge has been removed one way,
it has been put on in another. That is
what generally occurs. I am pretty safe
in saying that if the tax remains, the
benefit to the community will be greater
than the benefit the individusl will gain
by the saving of a few pence. I live in an
jndustrial community, and I have not
heard one word of protest from any of
my constituents.

Hon. H. Hearn: You leave for the office
so early in the morning,

In a budget of
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: All I have
heard is that it is the right thing for the
State Government to do. The people re-
alise that if the Government handles the
money it will be able to render more as-
sistance in resard to social services.
Greater help will be available for the es-
tablishment of infant health centres, par-
ticularly in the country areas. Country
members, If they do propose to wvote
against the measure, should serlously con-
sider that aspect.

Hon. A, L. Loton: You should not put
thoughts into our heads.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am sorry
if I am responsible for putting bad
thoughts into anyone's head. I like to do
the other thing.

Hon. H. K. Watson: If the tax is not
such a burden, why is it belng reduced?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We do not
want to impose & greater tax than pre-
viously. We are only implementing a tax
that was taken from us by the Common=-
wealth 11 years ago,

Hon. H, 8. W. Parker: And reducing it.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Only on the
lower charges. We consider the money
that will be raised by the tax will be of
great benefit to the community. I suggest
to country members that if the tax goes
out—this is not a threat—there will not
be much opportunity, because the Govern-
ment is relying on this revenue, to assist
infant health centres, kindergartens and
so on in the country.

Hon. H. K. Watson: '"But you have the
betting tax, even though you opposed it
last year.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We are like
the hon. member and his friends—the more
we get the more we want.

Hon. A. F. Griffith: Did you not say
earlier that you had been paid this money
for this year?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If we can
get a little extra, we can always do with
it. It will be possible, if we get it, to render
extra assistance in many different sorts
of social services,

Hon. H. K. Watson: Yours is & hungry
Government.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: No. That
term would be applicable if we were im-
posing a new tax. Actually what we are
dolng—

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: Is to double the
first year's tax.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : —Is to reduce
a tax the people have been used to paying
since 1925. A person going to an enter-
tainment will pay less.

Hon. H. Hearn: You are circumventing
the relief the Federal authoritles have given
to the community.



754

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I was nearly
going to say that I was optimistic enough
to think the Bill would go through without
a dissentient voice.

Hon. H. S, W. Parker: What relief are
you giving?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: In what way?

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: You say the
amount is much less than what was im-
posed before,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It is much
less than has been collected in the last 10
years by the Commonwealth,

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: T thought you
said the State.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: What 1is less,
from the State point of view, is this, that
previously there was a tax on charges
up to 1s. 6id.

Hon, H, S. W. Parker: Do you know of
tm:z> entertainments costing less than ls,
84.?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Quite a lot
in the metropolitan ares.

Hon, H. S, W. Parker: They are not
worth collecting.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Do not worry
about that! I am leaving the children
out altogether. I am connected with many
organisations that run 1s. and 1s. 6d. shows.

Hon. H. Hearn: Punch and Judy shows.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Not at ail.
That would be the type of show the hon.
mertber would go to. I am speaking of
small dances and concerts that are run
with the idea of assisting charitable organ-
isations. There will be fairly conslderable
relief granted on that score.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: I thought there
was nho tax on charitable entertainments.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It is hard
to run an entertainment without music of
some description, and for a ball today we
find an orchestra costs from £40 to £60.
The conditions laid down for exemption,
in connection with a charitable organisa-
tion, provide that the expenses shall not
exceed 50 per cent. of the takings.

Hon. H. Hearn; A ball i{s not & 1s. 6d.
entertainment.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: With large
entertainments, although run for charity,
it is hard to keep the expenses below 50
per cent. of the takings, and so a number
of them do not get relief. Later in the
session we will introduce an amending Bill
to provide relief In respect of the rates
we are now Imposing, so the hon. member
need not be afraid that the Government
lecks consideration for charitable organ-
isattons.

Hon. A. F. Griffith: If the State collects
this tax, what will be the attitude of the
Loan Council at its next meeting?

ECOUNCIL.)

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not
think it will have any effect on the Loan
Council at ell, because this tax will he
taken up by all States.

Hon. H. Hearn: New South Wales is not
taking it up.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I will be sur-
prised if it does not.

Hon. H. Hearn: It has made the state-
ment.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: In the politi-
cel arena one statement is made one day
and another the next,

Hon. A, F, Griffith: Queensland has never
had the tax.

The CHIEP SECRETARY: I do not know
about that. I will amend my statement
and say that a number of the States will
impose the tax. We have the job to do
in Western Australia.

Hon. A. P. Griffith: That means that
Western Australia will be treated no dif-
ferently from Queensland, which does not
impose this tax.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not
think the hon. member can anticipate what
wiil be done at the Loan Counecil. I believe
that everything will be to the good and
nothing to the bad if the tax is dgreed to.
I can visualise a lot of extrs assisteance
being given to the charitable organlsations
in the State which are doing a wonderful
job. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

On motion by Hon. C. H. Simpson, debate
adjourned.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Twelfth Day—Amendment,
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. A. L. LOTON (South) [5.13]: I
congratulate Mr. Fraser on his elevation
to the position of Chief Secretary. He
has heen a member of this Chamber for
a considerable number of years, and he
follows in the footsteps of very able Chief
Becrefaries from the party to which he
belongs—men such as Hon. J. M. Drew
and Hon, W. H. Kitson—so he has a high
standard to maintain. Knowing Mr,
Fraser, as I do, through my long associg-
tion with him in the House, I have no
fear that he will not carry out the job
with satisfaction to himself and the party
he represents, and to the credit of the
Chamber. I also extend my congratula-
tions to Mr. Strickland. During the short
time he has been here, he has shown that
he is most able in dealing with matters
connected with the North-West, and he
has endeavoured to further the interests
of that section of the State which he was
elected to represent. From the tempera-
ment that the han. member has exhibited
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sinee he has been here, I should say that
politics will not worry him very much.
He will introduce his Bills, and, if the
House decides that they are not accept-
able, T am sure Mr. Strickland will not be
greatly worried. That is the proper way
to take the political arena.

To Mr. Hall, the newly-elected Chair-
man of Committees, I also offer my con-
gratulations. He has had copnsiderable
experience as a member of a road board,
and although he has not occupied the
Chair very often as Deputy Chalrman of
Committees, I am sure he will perform his
duties in a satisfactory manner. I also
wish to extend a hearty welcome to Mr.
Grifith. He is fortunate, because he has
had experience in another place, and,
after a short holiday from Parliament, he
has been elected as a member of this
Chamber. Portion of the ares that he
represented in another place is Included
in his present province. It must be a
tremendous advantage fo be elected to
this Chamber after having had experience
in ancother place. When one comes here
as a raw recruit, one is forced to learn
the hard way. So in that regard Mr.
Griffith is fortunate, and I trust his so-
journ here will he pleasant and will Jast
many Years.

I have read with interest the Speech
delivered by His Excellency the Governor,
but I was a little disappointed that the
Government had more or less ignored the
efforts of primary producers by skating
over the subject of primary production
and the results that had heen achieved
for the people of this State, and Austra-
lia as a whale, by our two main Industries.
We note, from His Excellency’s Speech,
that the value of whales caught for the
season was £1,200,000, and the value of
crayfish tails exported was 2,000,000 dol-
lars. Those tails, of course, were exported
to America. But no mention at all was
made of the value of the wool clip. That
is the most important producer of wealth
in Australia, and has been for the last
few years. If the wool industry should
collapse, I imagine the economy of Aus-
tralia would collapse with it; no one wants
that to happen.

This morning I obtained from the
Statistician certain flgures which are
available to members. The latest Year
Book is in the hands of the printer, and
as members c¢an obtain the information
I have, there is nothing to stop me using
it here. The value of wool produced for
the financial year ended the 30th June,
1953, was £39,560,894, and for the pre-
vious flnancial year it was £33,839,794.
That indicates an increase of approxi-
mately £6,000,000 for the last finanecial
year. For the same period, the value of
greasy wool exported to the United States
was £3,099,056, and for scoured wool
£126,817—that is, in Australian currency
and not in dollars. Members can see
that, in round figures, the value of wool
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exported to the United States was
£3,250,000. The value of wool exported
to Canada, which is in the dollar area,
was £41,667 for greasy wool, and £22,178
for scoured wool. On top of that, a small
quantity of wool went from this State to
the Eastern States and was exported from
there, but that would not be shown on
the returns of this State. This was top
spinning wool, which was shipped to
Canada and America. So members can
see that the wool Industry alone returned
to the people of this State approximately
£3.500,000 from dollar areas.

We hear a lot ahout the export of cray-
fish tails and how that industry is earning
dollars for Australia. The crayfishing in-
dusiry is doing a good job, but let us give
credit where credit is due, and give a
little more preise to the wool-producers
for the wealth they have produced for
Australia as a whole. For the nine months
ended the 30th March, 1953, approxi-
mately £20,000,000 was received from the
export of wheat and flour, Yet, other
than a small note that the season had
opened favourably in certain districts, no
mention was made in His Excellency's
Speech of the value of this industry to
the community of this State. I shouid
say that 95 per cent. of the community,
or more, is living on the net result of
the wheat and wool industry,

While on the subject of agriculture, I
would like to support the remarks made
by Mr. Henning regarding the artificial
insemination of cattle. During the last
few days, I read an article—and I have
passed the information on to Mr. Henning
—describing conditions in Denmark. Last
year 60 per cent. of the dairy cows of
that country were artificially inseminated.
I do not intend to read the whole ex-
tract but, for the information of members,
I would like to quote small portions of it
which deal with Danish farming, in an
endeavour to show that England is not so
dependent on Australia for her foodstufls;
and if Australia wants to retain the Eng-
lish market, we must realise that we have
& strong competitor in Denmark. The
article, which has been written by a
special correspondent in Copenhagen,
reads—

Denmark's agricultural production
has shown a marked increase since
the end of the World War II. This
is in spite of a reduction of 4 per
cent. in its area owing to building and
increased use of land for defence
purposes. Danish farming, in fact,
is undergoing a revolution, produced
by shortage of imported foodstuffs.

Before 1939 Denmark imported
1,500,000 tons of grain and feeding
stuffs a year, or roughly one-eighth
of the apimal fodder required.

During the last three years imports
of grain and fodder have averaged
only about 800,000 tcnms. Last year
they were 550,000 tons.
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In 12 years the number of persons
employed on the land had decreased
from 497,000 to 375,000. Still Den-
mark's agriculture preduction is much
higher today than before the war.

Danish farmers, too, are using more
fertilisers than before the war,
1,177,000 tons being imported in 1951,
compared with only 710,000 tons be-
fore 1939.

That article proves that the Danish farmer
is alive to the possibilities and the results
that can be obtalned by the proper use
of fertilisers and home-grown foodstuffs.
In most cases, it 1s cheaper for a farmer
to produce his own foodstuffs than it is to
buy them so long as his method of pro-
duction is sound. The article continues—

Last year 60 per cent. of the cows
were artificlally inseminated, enabl-
ing farmers to improve strains to
ga.ve fodder previously consumed by
ulls.

That shows that the Danish beople are
fully aware of the possibilities of artificial
insemination,. The New South Wales
Minister for Agriculture, Mr. Graham,
congratulated the board of directors of
the Hunter Valley Co-operative Dairy
Company Limited at Aberdeen on their
attitude towards this question. A news-
paper extract states—

Three dairy bulls—Jersey, ALS. and
Friesian—are to be kept at the arti-
ficial cattle breeding centre estab-
lished by the Hunter Valley Co-opera-
tive Company Limited at Aberdeen.
Opening the institution officially, the
New South Wales Minister for Agri-
culture and Food Production, Mr.
Graham, congratulated the hboard of
directors on this progressive move and
said this was an ideal district for
such a station. The station will be
in charge of Mr. John Heyting, who
gained his diploma and experience in
artificial stock-hreeding in Holland. It
will operate on a 15-mile radius, and
2,000 cows have already heen offered
for Insemination while many other
dairymen are walting for the centre
to get under way.

Mr. Graham said in England the
number of cows artificlally insemin-
ated had increased from 6,000 in 1946
to over 800,000 in 1951.

8Bo I hope that the Department of Agri-
culture will be able to get a similar scheme
working in this State because I ecan see
that artificial insemination is one of the
most progressive moves that has been
made towards increasing the production
of dairy cattle. If such a scheme were put
into operation in this State it would be of
considerable benefit to settlers in the
South-West, the greatest percentage of
whom are struggling to maintain their
herds on an economic foundation. Arti-
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ficlal insemination does away with the
necessity of a farmer having to buy a
bull, build a bull paddock, and pay for
the cost of feed to keep it in the necessary
condition. The settlers in those districts
are fairly close together, and I cannot see
any reason why this method could not be
successfully used in our South-West.

There is one other matter in connec-
tion with agriculture with which I wish
to deal, and that concerns legume inocu-
lation, For many years past it has been
necessary in this State to use what is
known as the bottle inoculation method.
A farmer applies to the depsrtment and is
given a mixture in a bottle and he hsas
to mix it with separated milk, work in the
Inoculant and, after treating the seed,
spread it out to dry. But the farmer has
to be careful that he does not allow the
Inoculated seed to come into contact with
superphosphate otherwise the bacteria
will be killed. In Victoria and New South
Wales, over the lest few years, they have
been working on an inoculant known as
the peat dust system. This appears to
be a mixture of soil that is treated chemi-
cally and used in the form of a dry powder
for the Inoculation of legumes.

Perhaps some members do not know why
it is necessary to Inoculate legumes. In
many cases there is no bacteria in new
ground and, despite a heavy dressing of
superphosphate, the plants do not respond.
On the wheatbelt in the early days many
farmers could not understand why, al-
though they obtained certified seed and
used the correct methods of cultivation,
the plants, after growing two or three
inches, falled to make any progress. It
was proved afterwards that it was simply
hecause the ground was lacking in nitro-
gen.

When the departmental officers discov-
ered this bottle inoculant method it was
proved in many areas that it was easy to
get 8 good stand of subterranean clover.
It has been a most interesting procedure.
For 25 years some of us tried to grow
clover and abandoned any thought of do-
ing so because we did not know what was
wrong. It was only after the department
proved that the seed would be given a
start if it were Inoculated that things
began to Improve and the couniry was
able to carry the clover.

I suppose the whole of the South-West
district 1s an indication of what can
be grown, and that has happened only
since we have started with the inocula-
tion of seed. The Department of Agri-
culture in New South Wales thinks so
much of the peat dust inoculant that it
has handed over its manufacture and dis-
tribution to private enterprise. To make
sure that I have the facts assembled I
propose to read from a newspaper article
in order that the Minister may take the
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matter up with the Department of Agri-
culfure. The article reads as follows:—
New South Wales Department hands
legume Inoculations to private
interests.

Satisfied that it has discovered in
its “peat dust” legume inoculation a
reliable product whose manufacture
can now safely be left in private hands,
the New South Weales Department of
Agriculture has decided to cease sup-
plying inoculum directly to farmers.
Instead, N.S.W. farmers will now
secure their legume Inoculums—in
peat dust form—from two bprivate
companies in that State. These com-
panies will shortly make this handy
dry powder inoculani available to
farmers in Viectoria, South Australla
and Tasmania.
As well as New South Wales, of course.
But there appears to be no mention of
Western Australia and I do not know
whether anything hgs been mentloned to
the department here. So I hope the Mini-
ster will take the matter up with the
authorities concerned. To continue—

The development by the NS.W.
Department of Agriculture on the
“peat-dust” inoculum, however, marks
a considerable practical advance over
the traditional bottle culture,

Peat is simply neutralised ground
finely, then sprayed with a suspension
of the pedigreed bacterla of proven
effectiveness for the varlous types of
legumes seed.

When the peat dust is dried out and
packaged for despatch to farmers, the
bacteria remain alive ready to spring
into nodule forming action as soon
as the seed with which it is in con-
tact begins to germinate and send
down its roots.

It is the process which the private
firms have now taken over. They
grow thelr bacterla from ‘“mother”
cultures constantly freshly supplied
by the department, and follow the
department’'s experience carefully in
preparation and packaging of their
dust-inoculums,

On the farm, the process of inocu-
lations becomes merely a matter of
heaping the seed, dusting the ap-
propriate quantity of peat-dust inocu-
1ent over it, and mixing it in with the
shovel. Any dust left In the packet
can he safely re-used up to several
weeks later.

That is another strong point In favour
of the use of the peat dust inoculant over
the bottle method. Once alr gets into the
latter it is incllned to lose its strength.
As 8 matter of fact, one does not want
the seed to dry out too well. I hope that
some benefit will be gained by my having
pbrought this matter forward.

There are several other items with
which I wish to deal. One in particular is
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super, which has been mentioned by Mr.
Diver and several other members. I think
the necessity for something to be done
urgently is exercising the minds of the
farmers a good desl. Members may think
I have been dragging the matter of super
a little, but it has been done with one par-
ticular object in view., We have & Fer-
tilisers Act under which certain require-
ments of the department are set out. I
feel that the Ministers and the depart-
ment have not been doing their job to the
best advantage of all concerned. Over the
last four years only two or three samples
were taken, and although they had the
necessary p.t.o. content the moisture con-
tent varied a great deal. So much so that
one would have expected the departmental
officers to {ry to do something to fix the
maximum moisture content. But nothing
really was done. The C.SIR.0. in South
Australia did conduct some experiments
to try to arrive at an average, and they
found last year that the variation was
approximately 8 per cent.

Hon. L. Craig: That is what it is here.

Hon. A. L. LOTON: Yes, but this is a
hig variation. From the answers the
Minister gave me the other day in reply
to a question I asked concerning the
maximum and minimum moilsture con-
tent over the last few years, we find that
in 1951-52 three samples were taken, in
which the maximum moisture content was
4.2 per cent and the minimum 2.4 per
cent. Again in 1951-52 the maximum
moisture content was 11.4 per cent. We
are getting a lot of moisture when we find
it to be 11.4 per cent. The worst feature,
however, was that the minimum moisture
content was 9.2 per cent. I admit only
two samples were taken, but that is why
I say the departmental officers and the
Ministers were lacking in their duty In
not calling for further samples in order
to try to maintain a higher standard. In
1852-53, ten samples were taken. 'The
maximum moisture content was 8.4 and
the minimum was 15 per cent.

It is not only the variation of the
amount of moisture content that has been
so alarming, but also the high price one
has had to pay for super. Last year the
price was approximately £20 a ton deliv-
ered, and in some cases it was more than
that. Many farmers found that in 50 tons
of super there was 8 per cent. moisture
content and that they were paying ap-
proximeately £8 for moisture. Excess mois-
ture causes breakdowns in machinery; nec-
essitates additional labour to break the
super to enable it to be spread; causes
a wastage of bags; and, above all, means
waste of most valuable time, particularly
at a period when the days are short and
the rains come. One does not feel very
inclined at a time like that to walk about
with a hurricane lantern, breaking up
super.

Apart from that, consumers have been
asked over the last few years to take early
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deliveries of super. The manufacturers
assured them that these early deliverles
were properly matured and that there
would be no caking. The Rallway Depart-
ment also gave the farmers what almost
amounted to an ultimatum. The depart-
ment said that If they did not take 25
per cent. of thelr requirements in the pre-
Christmas session they would have to
wait for their deliverles unill May or
June.  Accordingly, the users of super
throughout the State, whether they were
situated far away or near the works, took
early deliverles and stacked the bags.
Usually they stack them two bags on end
in the hope that there will be no caking
and that everything will bhe all right
They found, however, that it just did not
work out. The average molsture content
carted by the railways was & per cent.
on 430,000 tons.

Hon. C. H, Simpson: Would not the
average moisture content be above 5 per
cent?

Hon. A. L. LOTON: Many of the samples
were higher but I am taking a measn aver-
age over & period and am stating it as
a 5 per cent. moisture content. From an
analysis it appears that, in 1952-53, 18
samples were taken and a maximum
moisture content of 8.4 per cent was found
with a minimum of 1.5 per cent.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: Was that Chirst-
mas Island rock?

Hon. A. L. LOTON: I believe so. That
is a big variation. If they ¢an make the
moisture content so low in some cases
why cannot it be brought to e fair aver-
age? The reason they will not do this
is that there has been such a tremendous
demand for super and the manufacturers
are not concerned about the quality of
the product.

Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: Do you think that
the moisture content will be lower when
the super is manufactured by the new
Albany works by their suction method?

Hon. A. L. LOTON: I de not know. I
am afraid I am not a chemist. But there
must be some method by which it can
be done. The users have had just any
kind of super foisted on to them, and
it is a burden which they should not
he expected to carry. An additional bur-
ven was placed on the railways which
consisted in the cartage of 21,500
tons owing to high moisture content;
there is more than one train-load made
up in that. More labour has had to be
employed to break up the super and make
it it to use. In many cases there were
foreign bodies in it. I am sorry Mr. Diver
is not here, because he has a bottle of
antiques which he got out of super.

The question of the inadequacy of water
supplies in the country areas is a burning
one. I understand that the Minister for
Water Supplies, at this early stage, when
winter hes only just ended, has had to
make an investigation in one town because
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the residents are already faced with a
serious shortage,

Hon. E. M, Davies: Given the compre-
hensjve scheme, that sort of thing would
not happen.

Hon, A. L. LOTON: It is not to0 much
to say that the whole of the southern part
of the State is dependent upon the pro-
vision of adequate supplies of potable
water. Without provision of this sort,
nothing c¢an be accomplished and the
State cannot hope to make progress.

Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: The comprehen-
sive scheme is the only way out.

Hon. A, L. LOTON: For certain areas;
but there has not been any drilling be-
yond the ranges to ascertain where water
might be found. Steps should be taken
to explore what possibilities exist of Aind-
ing underground water supplies. Certain
areas of the State have this year received
8 wonderiul rainfall, far better than for
many Years, and catchments there are
full, but in the heavier rainfall areas of
the State south of Katanning, most of the
dams are not half full because the down-
pours have not heen sufficiently heavy to
make the water run. Consequently, that
section of the State Is faced with s most
serious position,

We have storages such as Mundaring,
Canning, Churchman's Brook, Stirling and
Wellington Dam, but if this State is to
carry the millions of population envisaged
by some people, greater supplies of water
must be made available in the very near
future. The Installation of the septic
tank system necessitates a good supply
of water, but in towns like Narrogin and
Katanning, it is impossible to maintain
a sewerage S5System because of the lack
of water. People there cannot get enough
water to drink.

This raises another point. In those
towns where, during the last few years, the
water shortage has been acute, residents
have been paying their rates and not get-
ting the quantity of water to which they
are entitled. Now, however, in those towns
where water is available, people find them-
selves on the excess rate, and that is
higher than the excess rate charged in
the metropolitan area.

The matter of providing better water
supplies is an urgent one. In many areas
a big conservation scheme should be in-
stalled to impound the water that now
runs to waste. If some milllons of gal-
lons were thus conserved, the people could
at least enter upon the summer with a
good supply. There are few places in
the State where some such provision could
not be made, and earth dams could be
grovided at a cheap rate by using bull-

ozers.

I have been wondering whether it would
be possible to Institute a State water
board, invested with borrowing powers, 5o
that it could undertake operations in a
certain area. There are some areas where,
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if the people were promised an adequate
water scheme, the money to finance It
would be forthcoming locally almost at
once. I feel sure that action taken along
the line of allowing the people to raise
their own finance to provide this urgent
need would show that there was plenty of
money available at the present juncture,
and this would have the effect of silenc-
ing the oft-repeated bogey that no funds
are available. The success of the loans
ralsed by the State Electricity Commission
proved that our people were prepared and
even keen to invest their money for the
furtherance of local development. In-
vestors In loans for local water conserva-
tion schemes should be pald the same rate
of interest as that obtalnable on Common-
wealth bonds. I should like the Chief Sec-
retary, in his reply, to say whether a
State water board could be set up and
whether the Government would consider
the idea.

Another matter with which I wish to
deal is that of the increase in raflway
freights, which so seriously affects the
producers. The Increase is to be put into
operation from the 1st October and the
announcement to this effect came as a
complete surprise to the people in the
country. The Increase will be In the
vicinity of 25 per cent.,, and I point out
that this action on the part of the Gov-
ernment is not eonsistent with statements
on the subject made earlier in certain
quarters. Here are some remarks made by
the present Premier, when speaking in
support of a candidate at a by-election for
another place. I wish members to pay
particular attention to this because of the
reference by the Chief Secretary to cer-
tain statements made by members here.
‘The pamphlet states—

A message from the Leader of the
State Parliamentary Labour Party,
Mr. A. R. G. Hawke.

Mr. Hawke was speaking in support of
the candidature of Mr. E. M. O'Brien—

May I indicate very briefly a few
lines of policy which would be at-
tempted by the next Labour Govern-
ment in this State, which might easily
come into existence early next year.

Hon. H. Hearn: He proved to be a good
prophet.

Hon. A. L. LOTON: Yes, but though
right in his prophecy, he did not, when
he made these remarks, bargain for being
on the Treasury bench so soon, These
were the lines of policy he mentioned—

Greater flnanclal assistance to in-
crease gold production.

Increased assistance fo bona-fide
prospectors and leaseholders.

Financial assistance t0 producers in
outback areas who proved that rail
freights are hampering their efforts.
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Members should note that particularly.

Better railway services.

No railway lines to cease operation
or be pulled up without adequate on-
the-spot discussions by Ministers with
local governing authorities and other
people concerned, and not even then
unless Cabinet and Parllament first
approved.

Railway freights and fares gener-
ally to be kept down.

There again, the Premier’s statement has
caught up with him. When he made those
rash statements, he did not think that in
& short space of time he would be in the
whirligig of Treasury difficuities. I can
quite appreciate the difficult position in
which Mr. Hall and Mr. Bennetts find
themselves on being reminded of the Pre-
mier's statement about rallway frelghts
and fares generally being kept down.
That is a little too hot for me.

Hon. W. R. Hall: It proves what politics
are coming to.

Hon. A. L. LOTON: That is so. I in-
tend to show the manner in which rail-
way freights have been kept down. Under
the heading “Miscellaneous, wheat and
super” the previous Government intro-
duced- telescopic rates in order to benefit
producers in the areas farthest removed
from a port. As the Minister in another
place pointed out Iast night, the rates are
still telescopic, but it appears to me that
the telescope is out of focus. A compari-
son of those rates and the increased rates
is as follows:—

Wheat and Buper.

Miles. Old Rate. New Rate. Increase,
5. d, s, d, 8. d.
100 24 9§ 33 S5 8 8
150 28 11 39 0 10 1
200 33 1t 44 B 1 7
250 a7 3 50 3 13 0
300 a8 o M 7 8 7
350 38 8 57 5 18 @
400 30 4 60 2 20 10

For the last few years the whole of the
State has been riding on the sheep’s back
and if we are not careful we will ride him
to death.

Hon. A. F. Griffith: The electors had
the wool pulled over their eyes recently.

Hon. A, L. LOTON: The figures relating
to wool are as follows:—

Miles. Old Rate. New Rate. Increase.
8 d. a. d. a. d.
109 68 10 89 6 20 8
150 85 2 110 P 25 7
200 o7 8 127 0 290 4
250 106 0 137 10 3110
300 114 4 148 8 34 4
350 122 156 6 37T 8
400 13t 0 170 4 39 4

Hon. W. R. Hall: It would be cheaper
to cart your own wool.
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Hon. A. L. LOTON: The State Transport
Board will not allow that. The present
Premier, who before the election made the
statement that railway freights and fares
generally would be kept down, must now be
wondering how {o avoid being struck by
lHghtning. No wonder Mr. Hall was & little
fearful the other evening, and I have
not seen Mr. Bennetts smile all this week!

Hon. W. R. Hall:
us for that.

Hon. A. L. LOTON: I am not blaming
the hon. member, but he must take his
share of the responsibility. He often
blamed us when our party was in office,
and now that his colleagues form the
Administration, he must take his share
of the blame. In the Press the other day 1
noted an article which stated that the
Transport Board was Inviting road service
tenders. That article reads as follows:—

Board Invites Road Service Tenders.

Tenders were now being called for
a road transport service between
Meekatharra and Wiluna in place of
the existing rail service, the Minister
for Railways (Mr. Styants) said yes-
terday.

When these tenders were received
the Cabinet would consider the ques-
tion of ceasing operations on the line.

Mr. Styants said that the Meeka-
tharra-Wiluna line had been earn-
ing less than half of its operating costs
for some years and the Cabinet sub-
committee on railways was consider-
ing the question of this and two other
lines—Burakin-Bonnie Rock and Bel-
levue-Mundaring-Mt. Helena.

Tenders under the State Transport
Co-ordination Act, 1933-48, for a
licence to operate a road transport
service between Meekatharra and Wil-
una would close with the W.A, Trans-
port Board on October 12,

It is obvious that a Blll is not to be Intro-
duced to Parliament to pull that line up
as vet, but the Transport Board intends
to grant a permit to road hauliers to con-
duct a road service and allow the railway
line to remain idle for a period of, say,
12 months, and then it will probably say,
“The line is in such bad condition, what
can we do about 1t?” Such an eventuality
is jJust around the corner and this move
is only a start. I am sure there will he
other lines that will suffer the same fate
at the hands of the Transport Board.

¥You cannot blame

These railway lines were put down in
order that produce might be carted
to people in outback areas and to enable
them to back-load thelr products to the
metropolitan area. Apparently, accord-
ing to the accounting methods adopted by
those in the Rallway Department, If a
line is proved to be uneconomical, they
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consider that it should be pulled up. Is
it not{ easler to maintain the existing lines
in order that heavy produce may be hauled
over them, than to allow road hauliers to
give the same service?

The blame for the difficult position In
which the Railway Department finds itself
today must be laid at the door of the
Transport Board, It is not co-ordinating
toad and rail services &s it should do.
Mr. Hall suggested that the farmers should
cart the wool themselves, but Mr, Strick-
land knows only too well that we cannot
do that. We will ind scon that we will
be subject to conditions similar to those
prevalling in Victoria, namely, that no
road transport can operate at a greater
distance than 50 miles. Just imagine
what that could mean to farmers in this
Btate when, for the last few years, there
has been a shortage of locomotives, & metal
trades strike and many break-downs!

During the time the railways were not
operating, the road hauliers came to the
assistance of the Government, and there
is no doubt that this State has much to
thank them for. Unfortunately, the road
hauliers were not glven any Indication as
to when their services were to he termin-
ated. Over the years they have been en-
couraged to purchase larger, betier and
more expensive vehicles. The cost of a
big diesel truck, which is eapable of haul-
ing from 20 to 25 tons with a traller
attached, mus{ be enormous.

Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: One such unit
would cost up to £5,000 or £6,000, and
some even cost £7,000,

Hon. A. L. LOTON: I thank the hon,
member for his information. The Trans-
port Board has encouraged the road haul-
iers to keep on investing their money Iin
vehicles, and then overnight it tells them,
“We do not require your services any
longer because the railways will now
handle all your traffic.” The other day
I was told by & man who has a large 20-
ton traller truck that his fleld of activity
is so limited now that he has removed the
body of the truck and is using the chassis
as a breakdown vehicle. Just imagine
s vehicle of that kind being used for
that sort of work!

Such a state of affairs has been brought
about mainly because of the policy of the
Transport Board. If it had sald to the
road hauliers, “There is to be an easing
off in the traffic that you will he per-
mitted to haul, so do not buy any more
large vehicles’ the position would have

sorted itself out. Instead, these men are

now out of employment, their vehicles
are lying idle, and if something unexpected
should happen again and the railways
cannot handle the superphosphate sup-
plies or haul the wheat, there will be
chaos because no transport whatsoever
will be avallable.
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The other point I wish to make, regard-
ing which my opinion has not changed,
is that if a man purchases & vehicle; pays
his license, insurance and other fees con-
nected with it; and complies with the re-
quirements of the law, he should be en-
titled to cart anything in that vehicle,
whether it be fuel, building material, or
anything else. But no, he is not permitted
to do that. The board says to a vehicle-
owner, “You can bring a machine down
for urgent repairs, but you cannot bring
a tractor down to have a bulldozer blade
fitted to .

At present, one has to line up at an
office in the Public Works Department
and walt the convenience of some officer
before he says, *Here is 8 plece of paper.
Pay the necessary fees and you will be
granted a permit.”” Also, apparently it is
a ¢pime for a farmer {0 be carting by road
t! wool that he has produced himself

ter he has paid all the costs assoclated
with its production. He 15 not permitted
to take his wool clip to Perth by road
and back-load his vehicle with some other
produce.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. A. L. LOTON: Before tea I was
dealing with the action of the Transport
Board, and with the rallways of this
State. There are a couple of other points
I wish to mention concerning the rail-
ways. I would like again to refer to a
message which I read previously and which
was published by the Leader of the Labour
Pai,xéty in this S8tate. This is what he
said— :

Now you have experienced the re-
sults of Federal and State Liberal
Party policy during recent years.
Broadly, it has given you higher taxa-
tion, increased railway freights, sky
high prices, a neglect of the goldmin-
ing industry, a threat to your rallway
communications, poorer services gen-
erally and other disabilities.

The Minister for the North-West: Is
that not correct?

Hon. A. L. LOTON: I would leave that
to the members of this Chamber to decide.
In connection with the latter part of the
statement metnbers will recall that in
this Chamber last session the following
resolution was moved by Mr. Heenan on
the 15th October, 1952:—

This House urges the Government
to give the matter the gravest con-
sideration before agreeing to any pro-
posal to pull up the existing railway
Iines between Meekatharra and Wil-
una and between Leonora and Laver-
ton.

After some discussion in this House, and
without a division, the legislation was
passed on the 12th November, 1952, Yet
we find that the Leader of the Oppostion
said—
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A threat to your rallway communi-
cations has been made.

But who moved that motion in this
House? It was a member of the Party
now In power, and it had support from
both sides of this House. Some of my
friends on this side, and I think most of
Mr. Heenan's supporters, voted for the
motion, and now we find the Minister for
Rallways by his actions in connection with
the Transport Board doing exactly the
same thing, namely discontinuing the ser-
vices to those people. It 1s not going to
stop at this one area. What It 15 pro-
posed to do with the Bonnie Rock and
Burakin line is only the first move. The
reaction of the people in that area and the
reaction of the people generally will decide
the policy of the Minister and that of the
Transport Board.

Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: I understand it
was Sir Charles Latham who saved the
Bonnie Rock line last year.

Hon. A. L. LOTON: The necessity for
the QGovernment to increase railway
freights has surely, in part, been brought
about by the increased number of people
employed and the increased wages paid
to the 1st March, 1953. On the 22nd
September a Minister in another place, in
reply to a question, sald that on the 1st
March, 1953 there were 12,725 persons em-
ployed in sll sectlons of the Railway
Department, and on the 1lst September,
1953 there were 13,291 people employed.
That was approximately six months after
& change of Government.

Hon. L. Cralg: A difference of 566.
Hon. A. L. LOTON: ‘That is s0.
Hon. H. Hearn: In which department?

Hon. A. L. LOTON: I will tell the hon.
member very shortly. I have been ac-
cused of not giving peovle » shance to
hear what I am saying, so if the hon.
member would be patient he would hear
all I have to say. The next question that
was asked of the Minister was—

What numbers of engine-drivers,
firemen and cleaners were included at
each of those dates?

The answer was—

Engine-drivers,
cleaners, 376,

And the number employed on the 1ist
September, 19568, were—

Engine-drivers, 653; firemen, 559;
cleaners, 408.

625; firemen, 557;

A further question was asked as follows:—

What numbers of carriage cleaners
in respect to the metropolitan-sub-
urban railway service were included
at each of those dates?

The answer was—
18 on the 1st March.
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In six months' time that 18 had—I will not
say reproduced themselves—increased to
22. The next question was as follows:—

What was the total number of
persons, other than engine-drivers,
firemen and cleaners, employed in or
about the metropolitan-suburban rail-
way services at each of those dates?

We find the answer to be that on the
1st March there were 6,242, and six months
later the number had grown to 6,518. So
everywhere we see an increase. This Is
the service that is strugeling, and yet the
Ministers in the various depariments in
reply to requests for pressing needs for
the State to be provided, are continually
saying, “We have nc money”,

Hon. H. K. Watson: Did they breed
themselves extra drivers?

Hon. A. L. LOTON: I do not know,
but if they could have done so in six
months, I am sure they would have. The
next question we find

Have the amounts of wages paid
to any railway employee been In-
creased since the 1st March, 1853,
other than by adjustments of the
basic wage?

And the answer was, “Yes”. It was not
the basic wage; it was decided by the
Arbitration Court. Those are other awards
made outside the basic wage adjustments.

Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: Buft by the
court.

Hon. A. L. LOTON:
question again—

Have the amounts of wages paid
to any railway employee been in-
creased since the 1st March, 1953,
other than by adjustments of the
baslc wage?

"Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: Yes, by the
Arbitration Court.

Hon. A. L, LOTON: The next question

I will read the

If so, what are the Increases and
under what agreement or award were
they granted, and to what types of
personnel were they paid; and what
will be the additional cost incurred
over a period of one year?

That all shows why it is being found neces-
sary to increase railway freights on the
1st October, to the flzures T have men-
tioned. The answer siven to the above
question was as follows:—

{6) (a) Rallway Employees Award,
1950, (No. 31 of 1948); Wood-
working tradesmen, painters,
plumbers, panel beaters,
bricklayers, storemen, ete.—
amended margins.

Estimated additional cost
incurred aver a period of ane
yvear, £8,595.

[COUNCIL.]

(b} Government Raflways Loco-
motive Engine-drivers’, -Fire-

men and Cleaners' Award
(No. 39 of 1951).
1) A dult cleaners—

mended margins.
Estimated additional
annual cost—£352.

Amended penalty
rates to engine-dri-
vers, firemen, clean-
ers, washout men's
assistants, engine
packers and trim-
mers. Estimated ad-
ditional cost incur-
red over a period of
one year—

(81 )

£
Working 65 miles ar
over in one direc-
tlon 838

Barracks det.ent.ion 14,705
Away-from~-home 8x-
penses . 16,397
When a sizth shm -
is worked . 18,762
Night shift work ... 1,933
52,635

(¢) Railways Classification Board
Award (No. 2 of 1951). Re-~
classification of certain posi-
tions of station-masters,
clerks, inspectors, foremen,
Estimated additional cost in-
curred over a period of one
year, £3,225.

Is it any wonder that, to bear the addi-
tional burden of wages for that number
of men, the Railway Department recom-
mended Cabinet to increase railway freights
on the commodities I have enumerated and
to the extent I have mentioned? There
again, the statement made by the present
Premiler at the Murchison by-election has
caught up with him. For the reasons I
have outlined, I move an amendment—

That the following words be added
to the motion:—

But this House expresses its
profound concern that Your Ex-
cellency’s advisers have seen fit
to drastically increase rallway
freights in a manner calculated
to increase greatly the cost of liv~
ing in country districts, particu-
larly in those more remote from
the capital, to impose a heavy
additional burden on primary in-
dustry and to discourage de-
centralisation, without at the
same time taking radical steps to
reduce railway costs and to im-
prove efficiency; and further ex-
presses its disapproval of the re-
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cently published policy by your
Minister for Rallways with. refer-
ence to certain railway lines
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classed by him as unpayable.
On motion by the Minister for the

North-West, debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 7.45 p.m.

Tegislative Assembly

Thursday, 24th September, 1953.
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QUESTIONS,

RATLWAYS.

(a) As to Freight Comparison with Non-
claimant States,

Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
Rallways:

(1} What financial result would bhe
achieved by the W.AGR. if the same
frelght rates as operate in the non-
clatmant States were applied in Western
Australia?

(2) What are the freights operating in
those States for distances of 100, 200 and
350 miles for the followlng classes of
goods:—

(a) Wheat;

(b) other grains;

(c) wool;

(d) farm machinery,
(e) goods, Class 1?

(3) What are the rates for the same
distances and classes of goods in Western
Australia, including the proposed in-
creases?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) On the rates to apply from the 1st
October, 1953, an Increase in revenue of
approximately 15 per cent. to 20 per cent.
should result.

(2)—
I 100 miles. | 200 miles. | 850 miles.
8. d. 8. d. a d
36 B 48 o 64 &
Ot.he'r g;ralna 36‘ 8 BD- 11 ?7_ 8
Farme Machivery ... | 110 11 177 8 | ze1 5
Goods, Class 1 ... 110 11 177 261 5
New SWM Walea—
When, 87 0 50 0 4 0
Olher Gralns 43 0 79 0 63 0
18 0t 33 o 44 OI
Fann Mpchinery ... | 120 0f| 214 0t] 280 o
Goodid, Classg 1 120 o0 214 0 280 0
‘,. .
eat M 7 52 4 84 10
Ol.her grnlns 1] 50 2 g 2
ool 15 ot 22 11¢ 25 7¢
Fnrm Mm:hlnery 101 1 188 0 [ 276 1
Goods, Class 1 01 1 188 0 276 0
* § rates polnt to polnt only.

+ Bale rates approxhmately 7 bales to the ton.
1 Lesser rates nvnllnblu for 5§ ton comsignments per
4-wheeled wagon,



